














of Federal appropriations they 
would have 3 or 4 times as much 
money as they were getting . So 
that this looked like our great 
chance. We got the leading sociol
ogists on our side . Southern so
ciologists like Odum of North Caro
lina , like the head of the Sociol ogi
cal Department in t he Uni versity of 
Louisiana, a large number of Northern 
sociologists. We held one prelimi
nary conference down in Atlanta, 
then held a second one where the 
thing really got going and then 
the President of Atlanta University 
retired me for age. So that 
suddenly all of the new plan just 
flopped because t he se institutions 
have naturally a good deal of 
jeal ousy against Atlanta University 
and schools of that sort and they 
were only willing to unite if I 
was at the head of it. It wasn' t 
that I could do it any better than 
a good many others but they lmew 
me, they didn't kno" other people. 
So that the whole thing f lopped, 
I simply had to give it up . 

SIDE II, Band 4: 

For a while I didn't know what I was 
going to do. The problem even of 
self-support loomed up . I had a 
wife and daughter. The daughter was 
self-supporting but I'd built a new 
home in Baltimore to be near where 
there daughter was teaching . And I 
had several offers of temporary 
work--lecturing at Fisk and Durham 
and so forth, but an unexpected 
offer came from the N.A.A.C .P. They 
wanted me to come back to the 
N.A.A .C .P. and to do anything I 
plea sed at a salary equal to that 
that anyone was eetting . I'd be per
fectly free to end lily life as I 
wished. Well I hesitated because 
the head of the N.A.A .C.P. was Walter 
"'hite and I didn't lilee Walter ,/hi te . 
He was a hard wor ker, he had built 
up the orE,-anization since I ' d left 
until it was a wide organization 
but he was a phenomenally selfish 
man and I laid down certain condi
tions . I told them I didn 't want to 
interfere with the regul ar work of 
t he N.A.A.C .P . at all. I didn 't 
want to come back and try to resume 
my position as member of the Board 
but there were certain things, par
ticularly connected with Africa 
and its development, which I would 
like to take up and I wanted two 
offices, one for myself and one 
for my secretary and library. That 
was all agreed to and I came back . 
And immediately I ran into the 
difficulties I was afraid of. I 
didn't get an office at all, they 
didn't seem to be able to find 
one, or Walter didn't. And I 
couldn 't get a clear progr am and 
I began to realize that what Walter 
had in mind was that I should write 
speeches and reports and represent 
him. Which was not what I had in 
mind of course at all. I finally 
did get a pan-African Congress or 
rather the trade unionists in 
Africa got one and invited me to 
Manchester, England in 1945 and 
there I met some of the great 
present leaders of Africa--Nkrumah 
of Ghana and Johnson of Liberia and 
Tenyata of Kenya, and began to see 
the new spirit that was starting in 
Africa. But when I came back it 
was proposed that we appeal to 

the United Nations--I had been a 
consultant at the U.N. for the 
N.A .A.C .P . when it was formed in 
1945--that we should appeal to 
them and ask them to take up the 
matter of the treatment of Negroes 
in the United States. I edited a 
report of that sort which I got 
other well-equipped people to 
help me writing different chapterE 
and Walter made difficulty about 
that. He wanted to write a pre
face which wasn't needed because 
my work in that was the preface 
and that made more difficulty. 
And t hen Walter ,!anted me to malee 
reports and so f orth about what 
the U.N . should do and I didn 't 
see that it was necessary at the 
time, there wasn 't anything going 
to be done until somebody in the 
U.N. t ook up this matter and no
body was go i ng t o do it against 
the U.S. Then some inkling of 
this got out into the press. I 
didn't send it to the press but 
I t old the Board of Directors 
afterwards that if the press had 
asked me I would ' ve told them 
because t here wasn 't anything 
secret about it. But I was preemp
torily dismissed in '48 after I'd 
been there 4 years. 

SIDE II, Band 5 : 

Then I took up work as Assistant
Chairman of the Council on African 
Affairs of which Paul Robeson was 
Chairman and which I had been 
int erested in although I had not 
been connected with it. But that 
was an unpaid job and the witch
hunt had begun in the U.S. so that 
colored people were afraid to join 
this membership-organization and 
its income fell off. 

[t was proposed however that be
fore I withdrew from it that they 
should unite in celebrating my 
83rd birthday. And I consented 
and we arranged a dinner of that 
sort, it was going to be up in 
that hotel on Central Park South, 
and then there came an extraordi
nary development. I had attended 
the great Congress of Arts and 
Sciences here at the Waldorf
Astoria where a large number of 
Russians came. And we had a fine 
meeting except that it was ruined 
by an extraordinary attack through 
nearly all the leading papers of 
the U.S ., One of the worst things 
that has happened in the U.S. This 
was .a meeting for peace and it had 
some of the great leaders of the 
world although certain leaders like 
picasso, Bernault and others were 
not given passports. But at any 
rate we did have a good meeting and 
then the same year, '49, I went to 
Paris to attend the great Paris 
Peace Congress which was I think 
on the whole, the greatest meeting 
of human beings I'd ever attended. 
It was a magnificent meeting . I 
took part and especially talked 
about colonies and emancipating 
colonies. Paul Robeson flew f rom 
Prague and took part and said that 
he didn't believe that the colored 
man would ever join in any war 
against ,Russia, the Chinese were 
rot allowed to come but they tele
phoned the fall of Naking from 
Prague to Paris--I remember the 
night that the news came and the 
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roar went up--and then I was asked 
to come to Russia to a peace meet
ing. 25 Americans were asked to 
come with their expenses paid; to 
this Russian peace meeting. I was 
the only one that went. I don 't 
know why the others didn't go but 
they probably were warned and per
haps they didn't think it was neces

to warn me. I went there and 
tried to tell the Russians that the 
majority of Americans wanted peace, 
that they didn't want war and so 
forth. I made a long talk on that 
and published it carefully so t hat 
it wouldn't be misinterpreted. 
Then on my way back I got a tele
gram from sayinG that 
he was running for Concress and t hat 
he wanted me to join the ticket and 
run for Senator of New York and 
McMallus was to run for Governor and 
I laughed at the thing , I told him 
in the first place, my age; in 
the second place, I knew nothing 
about politics and then they plead 
over the phone and I said all right. 
And I came over and made t he cam
paign and got I think it was 270,000 
votes to my great surprise! 'Course 
that meant nothing in 3,000,000 votes, 
but I did get a chance to speak plain
lyon certain ideas that I had of 
clean politics. Well then came this 
proposed dinner on my 83rd birthday 
and in addition to that we had formed 
after this Paris meeting a year 
later, a Peace Information Bureau. 
All we were doing was to publish 
what we called Peace-grams once a 
month to tell the people of the U.S . 
what other nations were dOing for 
peace. And when I got back here I 
was notified that I would have to go 
down to Washington and register as a 
representative of a foreign govern
ment. And I wrote back and told 
tkem that was nonsense I wasn't re
presenting a f oreign government, I 
was representing peace. But they 
wouldn't listen to anything and 
first thing I knew I was- indicated 
and threatened with 5 years in prison 

and a fine of $5 ,000 . And I sudden
ly realized that this was a serious 
matter. It was going to cost a large 
sum of money and I had no money 
but my wife and I started out and 
made 2 or 3 trips across the' coun
try passing the hat in which I 
talked about socialism and Russia 
just as I had been talking and 
she asked for contributions. She 
said I used to make it pretty hard 
for her to get the contributions 
but ----. The trial cost us $30,000 
and that didn 't count Marcantonio's 
fee, he wouldn't charge anything other
wise it would've cost $50 , 000 . And 
of course it was thrown out of court. 
But even after that we were punished, 
I mean we couldn't get passports and 
even up to this day we're suspicious 
persons . 

SIDE II, Band 6: 

Lately I've been encouraged by the 
fact that the young people--the stu
dents have resumed leadership which I 
was afra id that they had given up 
during the McCarthy era. I spoke at 
several institutions--I spoke at 
Princeton, Chicago and I think the 
University of Illinois--quite a 
nt'lllber but the stUdents didn' 1; re
spond, they seemed to me awfUlly 
<lull and I j ust made up my mind that 
this was an age where we were not 



going to have the inspiration of 
the young. And now suddenly without 
any encouragement on my part and 
little encouragement on the part of 
others, come these sit-downs. The 
students have put their finger on 
a very important point. The Negro 
problem is of course the problem of 
mob violence and disenfranchisement, 
and of the injustice in the courts, 
and of difficulties in getting decent 
jobs~ it's all that. "Rut in addition 
to that, the Negro problem is a 
series of 'little meanesses wnich 
are really unimportant, that help 
noqody and yet which all of the 
Negroes have to meet and which 
most of them simply meet and say 
nothing. I mean the fact that 
you go downtown shopping and you 
can't get a sandwich or a cup of 
coffee. There are towns down 
there where you can't sit in the 
park, you can't go to the movies 
or if you do go you have to go 
to a very unpleasant place way at 
the top, all sorts of things of 

, that kind which have been going 
on and which in my day we simply 
said 'Well gracious we've got 
to stop people from being 
murdered, the fact that you can't 
get a cup of coffee--that's a 
little thing. But the students 
put their finger on that and they 
fought and it was hard fighting. 
I went down to North Carolina 
and saw some of them and heard 
the story of what they've been 
doing . And they've kept it up 
and it "s really a part of the 
world-wide movement of students. 
The students in Turkey who made 
it impossible for Mr. Mendares 
to, give his welcoming speech to 
NATO, the tremendous revoLution 
in South Korea where they got 
rid of a scoundrel and of other 
student movements; and then of 
course, of the great awakening 
of Africa. Well that gives me 
a degree of satisfaction. 
Evidently the older people like 
myself are not needed just now, 
there are younger people who are 
going on and dOing their own 
thinking and I congratulate them 
upon it, they don't need any 
advice from me. Perhaps I need 
'some from them. 

SIDE II, Band 7: 

We E. B. DuBois: 

In the earlier days, in the latter 
part of the 18th Century and the 
beginning of the 19th Century, the 
Negroes in America considered them
selves Africans. They called 
their organizations African. There 
were African clubs, there was the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church 
and the African Methodist Episcopal 
Dion Church and so forth. Then 
there arose a movement among the 
white to help them return to 
Africa and the Negroes suddenly 
realized that what they were doing 
was to get rid of the free Negroes 
and of the more intelligent Africans 
so that they could have only Negro 
slaves here. So there came a tre
mendous revulsion of feeling and 
from the middle of the 19th Century 
on there was one thing that the 
American Negroes were determined 
not to do and that was to return 

, to Africa. A~ne who talked about 

a ' return to Africa wiui not in good 
order. Then there came the efforts 
in Liberia and so forth which were 
pretty difficult and Sierra Leone 
and Bishop Turner, Bishop of the 
African Church tried to encourage 
some migration to Africa but didn't 
succeed. And then with .my pan
African Congress movement there 
came the idea that American Negroes, 
having a better chance at educa
tion and so forth could help the 
African but that was bitterly 
opposed by the colonial powers. 
They didn't want any American 
Negroes stirring up trouble and 
the Negroes in America were not 
particularly enthusiastic; for 
instance, the N.A.A.C.P. supported 
the first two pan-African Congresses 
but not the others because as some 
of the Trustees said, 'We've got 
enough problems in the U.S. without 
going to Africa to look up others. 
So that there wasn't much American 
Negro support for the pan-African 
movement. Now on the other hand, 
there comes through the African 
trade unions, a renewal of 
thought and ambition among a new 
generation of Africans. When the 
African members of trade unions met 
in Paris with the trade unionists 
of the world, they found to their 
surprise and they fought it, that 
the English trade unions wanted to 
speak for the African trade unions 
Well the African trade unions said 
they were there and they were per
fectly able to talk for thems.elves 
and they won. And that was the 
reason for the split that came in 
the trade union movement. Meantime 
the Africans there asked for a 5th 
pan-African Congress and that's 
the reason that the 5th pan-African 
Congress began. Now they were the 
people that went back to Africa 
and began this new movement and 
today the leadership of the Negro 
race-is going to come from Africa 
and not from America or the West 
Indies. In fact they are going to 
inspire work here that we haven't 
been doing. And for that reason 
you have this tremendous beginning 
of independence and autonomy and 
freedom from white rule in Africa. 
Now on the other hand, the American 
Negroes have become very much Ameri
can, and a good many of the American 
Negroes see now a chance in Africa 
t o make money. And of course, the 
whites have always seen that chance. 
So that you have here in New York 
City today some 4 organizations 
which are African organizations and 
which believe themselves or pretend 
to believe that they are helping the 
African movement. As a matter of 
fact most of them are trying to 
help American investors get in on 
the ground floor in Africa. And 
that I've tried to set myself 
against. Africa' needs capital but 
what I've said--I broadcasted from 
China last year--you need capi~ 
and you must save your own capital 
just as much as possible. You must 
avoid getting capital from the U.S. 
which .is going to tie you down so 
that you'll be unable to be really 
free if you are part of the invest
ment system. That if you can get 
capital from the Soviet Union at 
2f, you ought to get it, if you can 
get it from China--help of that sort, 
the point is to get capital but to 
get it as cheaply as possible, save 
it for yourself and not tie yourself 
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up by spending a whole lot for 
consumers' . goods that you have 
gotten on without for a long time-
gotten on for a long time without 
refrigerators or autombiles in 
Africa, you can get on ' a little 
further than that. And for that 
reason, I'm not a member of any of 
these African organizations and 
haven't been asked to be a member. 
And I have warned the Africans as 
I have said--I was asked to go to 
Ghana when the country first became 
independent and I couldn't get a 
passport. Now again Ghana is 
going to become a republic and I'm 
going to be invited there and I've 
applied 'for a passport. I probably 
won't get it but if I do get I'm 
going there and tell 'em the same 
thing with emphaSis! A good many 
of the Americans, and the American 
Negroes particularly are naive about 
that; for instance, there is a firm 
down on Wall Street of Colored in
vestors, who are telling the Negro 
people, "Now you ought to invest in 
bonds and get some of this income." 
But what I'm saying to them, "There's 
no use your going into that gambling 
organization and think you're going 
to get anything out of it! That's 
simply throwing away your money!" 
But a number of American Negroes 
don't understand this. A man came 
the other day here; I think person
ally he was honest, with a whole lot 
of my books which he wanted me to 
autograph. Well, I thought here's 
a friend of mine who's collecting 
books and I'd autograph 'em and I 
sat down there and wrote my name 
in these books for about an hour. 
Then as I was writing, it suddenly 
occured to me, well this is a little 
queer and I find out he's acting as 
agent for a Madison Avenue Organiza
tion which was collecting my books! 
And I (laughter) so when he came 
with another batch I told him he 
could take them back I wasn't auto
graphing any more. Well now I don't 
think he was personally dishonest, 
but that's his idea of American busi
ness. It's too bad because I don't 
think that the Africans are going to 
fall for it, I think they're going 
to be rather careful and build up a 
new independent organization for the 
benefit of the mass of the people 
instead of for the making of 
millionaires who are going to coop
era"te with the millionaires in 
England and in America. 
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